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1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 
35 U.S.C. § 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more 
claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards 
as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicants 
regard as the invention. 

3. The term "low relative permittivity" in claims 1-9 is a 
relative term which renders the claim indefinite. The term "low 
relative permittivity" is not defined by the claim, the 
specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the 
requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not 
be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. The degree 
of permittivity possessed by the polymers being claimed is 
indefinite. Permittivity is the only physical property used to 
define the claimed polymers. 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in 
this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention 
is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences 
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between the' subject matter- sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) as being unpatentable over EP 788118, EP '118 in view of 
the 1449 reference by El-Hamouly in Journal of Material Science. 

6. EP '118 teaches the fumarate esters of the instant 
claims plus a meth (acrylate) ester form a copolymer of low 
dielectric that has relatively low permittivity (Title, page 6 
lines 1-19) . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to utilize glycidyl meth (acrylate) as the ester to 
form a copolymer with the fumarate ester because El-Hamouly 
teaches this ester forms copolymers of low permittivity (Figures 

2 and 3) . The resulting copolymer renders those of the instant 
claims obvious. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Mr. 
Aylward whose telephone number is (703) 308-2372. The examine 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30 to 
4:00. 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mr. Dawson, can be 
reached on (703) 308-2340. The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) 872-9310. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
status of this application or proceeding should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 

Daylward:cdc » 
January 10, 2003 ./ 




Robert Dawson 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 1700 



